
Cocaine is a powerfully addictive 
stimulant drug.

People use cocaine by snorting 
cocaine powder through the nose; 
injecting dissolved powder into 
their veins; or smoking the vapors 
from heated cocaine rock crystal. 

Repeated use of cocaine can 
cause long-term changes in the 
brain’s reward circuit and other 
brain systems, which may lead to 
addiction.

Cognitive-behavioral therapy and 
community-based recovery 
groups may be used to treat 
cocaine addiction.

A person can overdose on 
cocaine. There is no medication 
that can reverse a cocaine 
overdose.
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